ELCO RAIDERS YOUTH WRESTLING

TOURNAMENTS
Information regarding tournaments will be available on our website www.elcowrestling.com, under the calendar option.  You will be able to find:


Registration form


Due date for completed form and registration fee (when applicable) to the coaches


Directions to the tournament

Throughout January and February there will most likely be the opportunity to participate in a tournament each Saturday.  Information regarding the tournaments will be available on the website as far in advance as possible.  If your wrestler is interested in participating in tournaments, we ask that you check the website often to be aware of the opportunities and deadlines.  There will also be a few opportunities in December so please check the website often.    

We cannot stress enough that the due dates for having the completed registration form turned in are not flexible.  If we do not submit our registrations in time, we run the risk of not being able to register our team at all.  It is the parents responsibility to drop the completed form into the deposit box by the due date posted on the website.
When the club is not paying for a tournament registration fee, payment must be received by the club by the due date in order for your wrestler to be registered for the tournament.  

When the club does pay for the tournament registration fee and you register your wrestler, but do not show up at the tournament, you are responsible for reimbursing the club for that fee.

There are 3 types of tournaments that we attend:

Novice Tournaments* – Most novice tournaments are open to wrestlers in their first or second year of wrestling only.  Please read the registration form or ask a coach to determine if your wrestler is eligible to participate.  
Open Tournaments* – Most of the tournaments that we will attend are considered open tournaments.  In most cases, the majority of the wrestlers at these tournaments will not be novice wrestlers.  

*Novice and open tournaments - Wrestlers are classified based upon age and then weight.  Most tournaments use the wrestler’s age as of the tournament date.  Please refer to the registration form to determine the weight classes for each tournament.  These tournaments can have either a single or double elimination format.  In a double elimination tournament each wrestler should have at least two matches regardless of whether or not they lose their first match.  If the number of wrestlers in a weight class is very small, a single elimination tournament could also have the same result.  However, in weight classes with more wrestlers, one loss may prove to be the end of the day.

Duals Tournaments – A duals tournament is a team tournament where each weight class can only have one wrestler regardless of age.  In these cases, we will set a date for wrestlers to indicate a desire to wrestle off for their weight class.   Then we will have the wrestle offs to determine who has earned each spot on the team.  Most duals will involve several other teams, so each wrestler will have the opportunity to wrestle several times regardless of whether they win or lose.

IMPORTANT:

Please understand that all tournaments are time consuming.  Most open and novice tournaments are on Saturdays and most duals are on Sundays.  Most Saturday tournaments begin between 8-9 a.m. and will involve a weigh in which may be the Friday night before the tournament or early Saturday morning.    Depending on your wrestler’s age and weight and the number of wrestlers in their weight class, they may not wrestle until later in the day.  Also, depending upon how well your wrestler does in the novice and open tournaments will dictate how long you will have to stay.  We have had some experiences in the last few years, where our last wrestler was not finished until 8:00 p.m.  We plan to avoid those tournaments when possible, but there is never a guarantee.

We take pride in our wrestlers and our team and hope you will also.  Wrestling is an emotional sport, but good sportsmanship must outweigh negative emotions.  As in many sports, your opponent may not play by the rules and we may not always agree with the referee’s decision.  However, please leave any questioning of their calls to the coaches.  Losing a match can be a frustrating experience, but all matches must end with an appropriate handshake between the opponents.  Throwing of headgear, stomping off the mat, negative comments to anyone or any other type of emotional outburst is unacceptable.  Such behavior reflects poorly on the wrestler and the team.  We expect all wrestlers and parents to show respect to their teammates, coaches, opponents, the referees and their opponent’s coaches.

